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				Chapter 5

				Supermen in the Ancient Scriptures

				Our search for a real Superman now takes us far back into history, to a time whose events were recorded by early He-brew prophets. In important contrast to the hero myths of ages past, the supermen we find chronicled in the ancient Scriptures are said to have been completely human and their stories true. Yet, they lived lifestyles that could only be termed super-human or supernatural, in that their extraordi-nary powers are said to be divinely given. Here, we begin to touch upon a prime motivation that causes so many to search for a real superman.

				Desire for a Primitive Religion

				Two years after the first Superman comic book came out, a feature story in the September 2, 1940 edition of the New Republic suggested an intriguing reason why people are mo-tivated to follow the amazing exploits of Superman.

					The article, entitled, “The Coming of Superman,” said that it is not difficult “to those versed in primitive myth or to students of the blacker arts of modern demagogy...to under-stand why this new comic should have become so generally and so fantastically popular.

					“For Superman, handsome as Apollo, strong as Hercu-les, chivalrous as Lancelot, swift as Hermes, embodies all the traditional attributes of a hero god. He is, moreover, a protective deity whose role, according to the authors, is the ‘savior of the helpless and oppressed.’

					“In other words, the comic strip, besides affording en-tertainment for the romantic young, seems also to ﬁll some symptomatic desire for a primitive religion.”

					Interestingly, the ancient Scriptures contain a wealth of 

			

		

	
		
			
				53

			

		

		
			
				fascinating reading about many supermen.

				The First Real Superman

				We don’t have to read far into the Hebrew portion or Old Testament of the Bible to discover history’s first real super-man. In fact, the Bible begins with this ancient superman’s biography. That’s right, beginning in the first chapters of the ﬁrst book, Genesis, we find the story of the first superman in what is commonly called the “Story of Creation.”

					The story begins by explaining that God spent six days creating the earth and the heavens and everything in them and that He rested on the seventh day. During His remark-able burst of creativity, He created the first man—a super-man, really, who He called Adam (which, appropriately, means, “man”).

					Adam was the first real superman because he initially had almost none of the weaknesses and shortcomings known to the human race today. He was, at first, immortal, invulner-able, and had dominion over all the earth and everything in it, including all living things.

				The Garden Paradise

				To top it off, God placed Adam in the most beautiful, peace-ful, and secure place ever to exist on the face of the earth: the garden of Eden. And, to keep Adam company, God even created wife for him, who was later named Eve (because she was to be the mother of all the living).

					The planet Krypton was very much a sort of garden of Eden in outer space.

					No one really knows just where the garden of Eden was actually located, although many scholars believe it was sit-uated in the vicinity of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, in what is now the modern country of Iraq.
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					The former location of the mythical planet Krypton is just as much a mystery. Coincidentally, the name Krypton is a Greek word which means, “that which is hidden.”

					Both Adam and Superman were initially immortal and invincible. Interestingly, though, they both became vulnera-ble and therefore mortal.

					Adam’s vulnerability came as a punishment from God as a result of Adams’ foolish self-will. Eve, who was tempt-ed by a Satan-possessed serpent, ate from the forbidden tree of knowledge of good and evil, then got Adam to eat, too—even though he knew it was against God’s command. Having broken the command and therefore sinned against God, Adam and Eve were punished by being thrown out of the garden and into the outer world where sin and hardships awaited.

					Superman’s vulnerability is his susceptibility to the deadly gold Kryptonite; too great a dose could kill him.

					The planet Krypton was Superman’s garden of Eden. And, although Superman wasn’t kicked off the planet for sinning, he was rocketed away from the one-time paradise, only to end up the same place as did Adam and Eve—right on the earth, in the midst of all its sin and hardships.

				A Kingdom Gone

				The irony of the tragedy of Adam and Eve is that God had not only given them dominion over the garden of Eden, but He had given them the entire world to rule! But they lost it all when their self-will yielded to the temptation of eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

					Curiously, Superman, while you might think he should become President of the World, never has shown any polit-ical ambitions. Instead, he has chosen to fight against those who would come up against law and order and the American 
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				way. He is a citizen of the world and can come and go among the nations without passport and without going through cus-toms.

					Perhaps he just feels that being in a political office would interfere with his fight against crime.

					If it weren’t for sin the world, Superman just might want to become its leader. Adam lost his kingdom because of sin, and Superman doesn’t have time to rule over the world king-dom because of the threat of sin.

					Finally, just as Superman is constantly plagued by shrewd Trickster-type foes who are bent on paths of crime and evil, so were Adam and Eve tricked into sinning by the conniving serpent in the garden. If it weren’t for these evil Tricksters, Superman could turn from fighting crime to more positive pursuits, and Adam and Eve would still be enjoying paradise in the garden of Eden.

				Escape From a Doomed World

				Superman’s father, Jor-El and the Bible’s Noah have much in common. Both were faced with impending world destruc-tion. In the interest of saving their families, both built special kinds of transportation that their fellow man had never be-fore seen. Jor-El, of course, built a tiny space ship that was used to carry his super son to planet earth. Noah, similarly, built a giant boat upon which his family rode out a storm in safety while all things on the face of the earth were de-stroyed in the deluge.

					The Bible tells how the entire human race had become corrupt and sinful and people turned their backs on God. Throughout the whole world, God could find only one man who was righteous; his name was Noah. The evilness of man had grown so terrible that God chose to destroy all the living things in the world, but to preserve Noah and his wife and 
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				his three sons and their wives in order to start the human race over again.

					Noah was around four hundred and eighty years old when God came to him and commanded him to build an ark, giving him the precise dimensions. The purpose of the ark, God explained, was for Noah and his family and two of ev-ery living creature to ride out in safety a great flood that was about to come upon the world to literally cleanse it from evilness.

					Just to emphasize how obedient Noah was and how much faith he had in God, he went ahead and built the ark. Now, remember, Noah was no youngster. Can you imagine yourself building a four-hundred-fifty foot long boat, with simple hand tools at the ripe old age of four hundred eighty? You would have to be a Superman! Well, that’s what Noah was.

					Can you imagine how your friends and passersby would scoff at your building such an ark? Remember, in Noah’s day, it had never before rained upon the earth, let alone ﬂood! Besides, no one really believed that God would punish them or destroy the world. But He did:	

					And all flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died. Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in the ark. (Genesis 7:21-23)

					But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God caused 
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				a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided. And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. Now it came about in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first of the month, the water was dried up from the earth. Then Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the surface of the ground was dried up. Then God spoke to Noah, saying, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives with you.” (Genesis 8:1, 4, l3, l5, 16)

					Superman and Noah had much in common. Both were righteous and stood for law and order and decency. Both es-caped death as their worlds were destroyed—interestingly, by “natural” disasters. The planet Krypton was destroyed when incredibly large “ground-quakes” triggered a nuclear explosion that blasted the planet to smithereens. The world of Noah was devastated by a cataclysmic flood that wiped out all living creatures on the face of the earth.

				Hark! The Ark!

				We have just reviewed how Noah and his family rode out the storm in a four-hundred-fifty-foot-long boat called an ark. Now, it’s time for another trivia question: Can you remem-ber what Jor-El called the tiny space ship that Superman as a baby blasted off to earth in while his own native planet was destroyed? If you answered, “a space ark,” you’re right!

					Superman’s space ark landed in a dry field, while Noah’s ark came to rest on the rocky peak of Mt. Ararat, which is located in modern Turkey. Some people believe that a huge entombed object found there could be Noah’s Ark!

					In the case of Superman, this all ties in neatly to produce a classic science fiction plot. But, in the case of Noah, his survival and his family’s was God’s plan for replenishing the 
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				earth:

					“Bring out with you every living thing of all ﬂesh that is with you, birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, that they may breed abun-dantly on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”

					So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by their families from the ark. (Genesis 8:l7-19)

					God had kept his word from before the flood when He promised Noah: “I will establish my covenant (agreement) with you” (Genesis 6:18).

				The Promise

				After the ﬂood, Noah praised and thanked his Lord. Then God blessed Noah and his sons and told them to be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.

					God continued by giving Noah yet another promise, the promise of the rainbow:

					“Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cat-tle, and every beast of the earth. And I establish My cov-enant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.”

					And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living crea-ture that is with you, for all successive generations; I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a cove-nant between Me and the earth. And it shall come about, 
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				when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting cov-enant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

					And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the cove-nant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.” (Genesis 9:9-17)

				The Weak Superman

				One of the most colorful of the ancient Scripture’s supermen was Samson. A man of many contradictions, he was born with superhuman strength, yet was weak in resisting tempta-tion. His life holds many similarities to Superman.

					Here is his story, briefly:

					For forty years, the people of Israel were enslaved by the Philistines. It was during that time that Manoah of the tribe of Dan and his wife, who had no children, were paid a visit by a very strange being. The unusual visitor said he was an angel! He told the couple even more startling things: they were going to have a son and he was pre-appointed by God to deliver the Israelites from bondage under the Philistines.

					The birth took place and Manoah and his wife named their child Samson, which in ancient Hebrew means “little sun” or “sun-one.”

					Some scholars believe this name was chosen because the parents believed that God would endow Samson with super-natural strength and miraculous powers—and that He would do it through the rays of the sun.

					By parallel, Superman’s earthly parents had been child-
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				less. And, in more recent adventures, he, too, is said to re-ceive his super powers from the sun—contradictory to the original explanation that his superhuman strength was be-cause of the lesser gravity of earth than that of Krypton.

				The Lion-Killer

				Samson had many exploits which illustrated his supernatural strength. An example is when he was on his way to be mar-ried to a Philistine girl in the town of Timnath. It was then that he was attacked in a vineyard by a ferocious young lion. In a burst of super-strength and courage,	Samson killed the lion with his bare hands.

					Just as Superman fights for truth and righteousness, so did Samson battle for truth, justice and the American, uh, Israelite, way.

					The Bible mentions many of Samson’s amazing adven-tures against his people’s enemy, the Philistines.

					At Samson’s own wedding feast, he told a riddle to a group of thirty Philistine guests. Now, this evidently was not your ordinary wedding feast kind of riddle. And, the Phi-listines were more than a little curious as to its meaning. Behind Samson’s back, they threatened his wife unless she would find out the meaning of the riddle and tell it to them.

					This set up the first argument between Samson and his bride: he wouldn’t divulge the meaning of the riddle—not even to his own wife! So, she accused him of hating her and ended up crying the whole seven days of their honeymoon— and all because of some dumb riddle!

					Samson finally could take it no longer, so he told his wife the riddle’s meaning, and she immediately proceeded to pass it on to her fellow Philistines.

					The riddle was this: “Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness.” What was Sam-
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				son describing? On the seventh day following his wedding, the Philistines came to him with the answer: “What is sweet-er than honey? And what is stronger than a lion?” Samson knew they would never have found the answer to his riddle if they had not threatened his wife. He became so angry at the men (and at his wife) that he went to a neighboring town and there single-handed, killed thirty Philistine men, stripped them of their clothing and gave it to the men of Timnath. All of this was over that crazy riddle!

				The Foxes and the Fire

				But Samson’s vengeance didn’t stop there! He rounded up three hundred foxes, tied them together in pairs by their tails and fixed torches in the knotted tails. Then he set fire to the torches and chased the terrified foxes through the cornfields of the Philistines. In a short time the whole countryside was a roaring inferno. The shocks and standing corn, the vine-yards, and the olive trees all were consumed in the roaring flames.

					If people did things like that over riddles, it’s no wonder there were so many wars! Anyway, in retaliation, the Phi-listines invaded the Israeli region called Judah, in search of Samson, who certainly must have been at the top of their most-wanted list! The men of Judah learned about the man-hunt for Samson and three thousand of them went up to the mammoth rock Etam where Samson was hiding out and told

				him about the international incident he was creating. By the large number of men in the group, Samson had a feeling they were serious!

					It was a tough spot to be in, but God gave Samson an in-genious plan: he made a deal with his countrymen that they could deliver him to the Philistines, but only if they prom-ised not to attack him themselves. So, they tied Samson’s 
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				hands with ropes and delivered him to the Philistines.

					The Philistines had caught their man and they shouted with triumph. But then the tables turned: the spirit of God de-scended upon Samson and the ropes became so soft that they actually fell from his hands. Now what? He looked around and spotted the sun-bleached jawbone of an ass. Quickly, he scooped it up and, wielding it like a battle ax, began whack-ing away at the attacking Philistines. By the time it was all over, Samson, alone, was standing, and all around him were the bodies of the Philistines he had slain—more than a thou-sand of them!

					I wonder if any of them remembered the whole mess started with Samson’s riddle? It reads like something out of a comic-book, but it actually happened, just as the ancient Hebrew Scriptures have it recorded.

				The Secret of Samson’s Strength

				For the next twenty years, Samson sat as a judge in Israel, but his people were still under Philistine rule.

					It was at this time that Samson fell in love with a woman whose name was Delilah. Little did Samson know, at first, that she was a key figure in a Philistine conspiracy to do away with him. The Philistine leaders bribed her to cooper-ate with their scheme by offering her eleven hundred pieces of silver.

					Three times she tried to trick him into revealing his source of strength and three times he out-foxed her. But, fi-nally, because his infatuation with Delilah blinded him, he gave in to her incessant questioning.

					“A razor has never come on my head,” he finally re-vealed, “for I have been a Nazarite to God from my moth-er’s womb. If I am shaved, then my strength will leave me and I shall become weak and be like any other man” (Judges 
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				16:17).

					With this, Delilah, set a trap for Samson and called the Philistines to lay in wait for the right moment to overtake Samson. Delilah and Samson were together and she lulled him to sleep with his head on her knees. She then summoned one of the Philistines to come shave off Samson’s hair, which would cause his strength to leave him.

					Delilah then shouted: “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” (Judges 16:20).

					Samson awoke with a start, and got up, thinking he would overpower the Philistines and escape from them once again. But he soon discovered to his horror that his hair had been cut and the Spirit of God had left him.

					The Philistines gouged out Samson’s eyes and took him to Gaza where they bound him with brass fetters and forced him to grind grain in the prison.

					In time, Samson’s hair began to grow back, unnoticed by the Philistines.

				The Fate of the Philistines

				A day came when the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to their god, Dagon, who they credited with de-livering Samson into their hands. While they were praising their false god, they called to have Samson displayed before them so they could publicly mock their humiliated enemy.

					Positioned between two pillars which supported the building where he had been kept, he asked the boy who held him by one hand to let him feel the pillars so that he could lean against one and rest. It was a huge building, and on its roof were about three thousand men and women, including the leaders of the Philistines, all watching while Samson was mocked.

					Then, the blinded, shackled Samson called out to God 
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				and said:

					“O Lord God, please remember me and please strengthen me just this time, O God, that I may at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.”

					And Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and braced himself against them, the one with his right hand and the other with his left.

					And Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” 	And he bent with all his might so that the house fell on the lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were more than those whom he killed in his life. (Judges 16:28-30)

				Strength From Above

				The important thing we learn about Samson is that his strength was God-given. It never came from the sun as some scholars speculate, nor did it come from his long locks of hair. And, because Samson allowed his hair to be cut, which was against God’s wishes for Nazarites, the Spirit of God left him. Yet, when Samson’s hair began to grow back, his faith in his God returned. Then, when Samson called on God to give him strength so that he might carry out his earthly mission to destroy the Philistines and thus deliver his people, God was faithful and answered his cry.

					In some ways, Superman is like the Bible’s Samson: The Man of Steel’s strength was said to come from the sun. But, in the presence of Kryptonite, he was physically weakened, sapped of super powers, including his super-sight, X-ray vi-sion. This was always the most vulnerable of times for Su-perman—times when too much exposure to gold Kryptonite could result in death.
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				The Law-Giver

				As any school child knows, Moses, “the law-giver,” was chosen by God to give the children of Israel the ten com-mandments and to lead them out of bondage in Egypt. Who, then, would have guessed that Moses would someday be lik-ened to a comic strip character called Superman? There have been many comparisons made between the two, and many of them date back to Superman’s earliest years.

					Both men shared similar fates at the time of their infan-cy. Superman had to be given up by his natural parents in order to survive. Moses, likewise, would have been killed—by Pharaoh’s guards along with all the other Hebrew male babies—had his mother not set him adrift at the Nile River’s edge.

					Superman’s foster parents were common, ordinary peo-ple. Moses, by contrast, was found in the river and adopted by the daughter of Pharaoh and raised in the royal house-hold.

				Champion of the Oppressed

				Like Superman, Moses stood for law and order. He went on to earn the reputation of champion of the oppressed—and earned a place in history that has known no equal among the Hebrew people.

					There is a story in the Bible that one day Moses saw an Egyptian striking one of the Hebrews, and went to the downed man’s aid.

					Enraged by the Hebrew’s mistreatment, Moses attacked the Egyptian and killed him. Later, Moses confessed to Pha-raoh what he had done.

					The Pharaoh wanted to avenge the Egyptian’s death by having Moses killed, but Moses escaped to a land called Midian.
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					In Midian, Moses married and had a son and settled down to the quiet life of a shepherd. The years passed. Pha-raoh finally died, but the children of Israel continued to live under the harsh oppression of the Egyptians.

					Then, one day, while Moses was tending the flock of sheep, we read in Exodus, chapter three, he had an incred-ible experience: he saw in the distance a burning bush, but the flames were not consuming it. Walking closer for a better look, the voice of God called out to Moses from the burning bush.

					God used this unusual encounter to command Moses to lead his people out of Egypt. But Moses was afraid that the Hebrew people would not believe that God had actually sent him to be their leader.

				Miraculous Feats

				God then gave Moses supernatural powers to do some amaz-ing things to prove to any doubters that he had indeed been sent by God.

					With his new powers, Moses could turn his walking staff into a snake, then back to a staff. At will, he could make his hand turn snow white to appear as if he had leprosy, then restore the hand to its original color and health. And, if those miracles didn’t convince people, then Moses was to take some water from the Nile and pour it on the ground. The water would then turn into blood on the ground.

					As it turned out, Moses would have to use his miraculous powers, but even when he did, the hard-hearted new Pharaoh would not let Moses’ people free from their bondage.

					Pharaoh had a few tricks in store for Moses. He called his magicians and, much to Moses’ surprise, the magicians duplicated the miracles with their own secret black arts.

					Moses had to get tough. With the power of God, he be-
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				gan bringing plague after plague upon the people of Egypt —he turned all the waters into blood, summoned forth an invasion of millions of frogs from the Nile, brought about plagues of lice, flies, disease on the cattle, plagues of sores, hail and fire, locusts, ominous darkness and, finally, death to the first-born in all Egyptian families.

					But, in the latter curse against Egypt, the angel of death did not come into the houses of the Hebrews. This was be-cause the Hebrews had sprinkled the blood of lambs on the side posts of the doorways of their houses. The Hebrew fam-ilies then feasted on the lambs, as the angel of death passed over their houses.

					This, of course, was the first Passover Feast. Later, it would become symbolic of the shed blood of the Lamb of God—Jesus Christ. For it was His sacrifice on the cross at Calvary and subsequent resurrection that makes it possible for all true believers to escape eternal death and damnation and to have eternal life in the presence of God.

				The Oppressed are Freed

				Finally, the Pharaoh had little choice but to let Moses’ people go. But no sooner had the Hebrews left the city and things began to return to normal than the treacherous Pharaoh and his warriors set out after them in swift chariots.

					The Hebrews had reached the Red Sea and the Egyptians were advancing. Moses cried out to God to deliver his peo-ple and God responded by parting the waters of the sea to permit the Hebrews to escape to the opposite shore. But the

				Egyptians were just behind them, passing through the part-ed sea, when God commanded the waters to come rushing down, killing them.

					After that, it was years before the wandering children of Israel arrived in the land promised to them by God—but not 
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				before God inscribed His ten commandments -in tablets of stone for Moses to give to his people.

					So that, briefly, is the story of Moses. He was raised in the royal household but could not become Pharaoh because he was a Hebrew.

					Superman, similarly, could not become President of the United States because he is an alien and the Constitution calls for only natural citizens to qualify for the office.

					Depending on what part of Moses’ life you look at, he could appear to be as different as Clark Kent and Superman. 

					During his self-exile in Midian, Moses was—well, a mild-mannered shepherd. After he was called to deliver his people out of Egypt, however, he demonstrated supernatu-ral and miraculous powers. During his days in Midian, he developed an almost introverted personality—he especially felt backwards about speaking to groups and important peo-ple. But after his call from God he was transformed into a true superman who stood up to the powerful Pharaoh and who commanded the admiration and respect of the Hebrew people who recognized him as their deliverer—a super- man sent from God.

					Moses was told by God not to go with the children of Israel into the promised land of Canaan. Being one hundred twenty years old, he died, probably of old age, not long after leaving his people.

					Adam, Noah, Samson, Moses: They all were supermen in their times and, yes, even in today’s times, because their stories still live with us. They were men of God, super-em-powered by Him to help His People and do His will on earth.

					Even though these Old Testament supermen stand out in history because of their supernatural powers and lifestyles, none of them appears to have broken the shackles of sin which have kept man on a mortal plain, far below any godly level of perfection. Rather, it was a forgiving God who em-
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				powered them and worked through them to accomplish His will in the affairs of man.
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Chapter 5
Supermen in the Ancient Scriptures

Our search for a real Superman now takes us far back into
history, to a time whose events were recorded by early He-
brew prophets. In important contrast to the hero myths of
ages past, the supermen we find chronicled in the ancient
Scriptures are said to have been completely human and
their stories true. Yet, they lived lifestyles that could only be
termed super-human or supernatural, in that their extraordi-
nary powers are said to be divinely given. Here, we begin to
touch upon a prime motivation that causes so many to search
for a real superman.

Desire for a Primitive Religion

Two years after the first Superman comic book came out, a
feature story in the September 2, 1940 edition of the New
Republic suggested an intriguing reason why people are mo-
tivated to follow the amazing exploits of Superman.

The article, entitled, “The Coming of Superman,” said
that it is not difficult “to those versed in primitive myth or to
students of the blacker arts of modern demagogy...to under-
stand why this new comic should have become so generally
and so fantastically popular.

“For Superman, handsome as Apollo, strong as Hercu-
les, chivalrous as Lancelot, swift as Hermes, embodies all
the traditional attributes of a hero god. He is, moreover, a
protective deity whose role, according to the authors, is the
‘savior of the helpless and oppressed.’

“In other words, the comic strip, besides affording en-
tertainment for the romantic young, seems also to fill some
symptomatic desire for a primitive religion.”

Interestingly, the ancient Scriptures contain a wealth of





